Installation Instructions for
Large Printed Graphics
on Air Release Vinyl

Application Type: Dry Method

IMPORTANT: THIS IS NOT A WET APPLICATION
This material is designed specifically to be installed
dry. Your decals are comprised of air release pressure
sensitive high performance vinyl. This feature is a
performance attribute and renders the application
process easier to install and with less air bubbles,
than most other types of vinyl.

NOTE: While cleaning and doing prep work, put
your decals in a safe, dry place, away from any
liquids and overspray. If the backing paper gets
wet, it will damage the decal.

Supplies Needed

Squeegee, low friction sleeve (or smooth cloth
to wrap squeegee), new sharp razor knife,
scissors, measuring tape, grease pencil or
marking tool, masking tape, airrelease tool or
straight pin, soap and water, grease/wax
remover (see surface prep below).

Surface Preparation

Proper cleaning and preparation of substrate
prior to decal application is critical to the success
of the decal. The following cleaning and surface
preparationmust be followed immediately prior

to application. Failure to adhere to these
requirements can reduce the durability and
performance level of the decal. and lead to

decal failure and/or removal problems.

CAUTION: Prior to cleaning with solvents, test the

cleaning solvent on an inconspicuous area of the

application surface to check for potential damage
from solvent usage.

Cleaning Preparation
* Remove all dirt and grime with a commercial
detergent solution and water.

« If grease, oil or wax are present, the substrate
must be scrubbed with a solvent like isopropyl
alcohol (IPA) or other solvents if necessary

ie: (Xylene, heptane, ethylacetate.)

Final Surface Prep

+ After proper cleaning, the substrate surface
should be thoroughly wiped using a clean towel
saturated with isopropyl (rubbing) alcohol.

« After thoroughly wiping, dry the surface
completely, using a clean, soft, lint-free cloth
before the solvent evaporates.

NOTE: there must be no dirt, oil, grease or
solvent residue remaining on the substrate
prior to decal installation. Surface must be
SQUEAKY CLEAN.
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Decal Application
1. Ensure the surface is clean and dry before application of any graphic film.

2. Be sure the air, film and substrate are within 60-72 degrees Fahrenheit. The
surface should be out of direct sunlight, indoors in a well-lit, clean environment.

3. Experiment with what tool and technique works best before applying graphics. Air
Release films are designed to work with a variety of tools and techniques. Whatever
tool or technique, it's important to use enough pressure to make sure the graphic
adheres to the substrate. NOTE: Pre masked graphics require additional pressure.

4. Overlap all strokes by about 50%.

5. If a squeegee is used, hold it at a 60 degree angle to the surface. The flatter the
squeegee the better.

6. All large graphics that will go off the edge of the car (Front Wheel Arch, Bonnet
etc) will have at least 2 inches of extra material to allow for them overlapping the
panel.

Please ensure that you position all pieces of your graphics kit on the car prior to
starting installation to make sure that location is correct before starting. Using
small strips of masking tape positioned approx 50cm apart position each of the
graphics until you are happy with the position. (Please check to your final proof)

7h. Center hinge method for longer decals.

Tape into position by applying two strips of masking
tape down the center of the decal. Fold back the right
side of the decal and separate the liner from the
decal. The graphics will remain stuck to the top
application tape. Cut off the backing liner up close

to the taped “hinge” you made. (Keep a good grip

on the vinyl not letting it flip down or fold over, it

will stick to whatever it touches.) Holding vinyl away
from the surface with the right hand hand, squeegee
with the left hand from the center out, working up

and down with overlapping strokes. Remove the center
tape and repeat for the left side.

8. Squeegee film using moderately firm overlapping
strokes, making sure the squeegee edge is flat with
the substrate along the entire length of the stroke. The
slower you go, the fewer bubbles you will end up with.

9. Most air bubbles can be simply removed with the pressure of your thumb. Another
way to remove air bubbles and seal the decal is to use a heat gun or hair dryer to
warm the film. As you warm the bubble,it will enlarge slightly. Prick it with a pin and
it will pop right down. Remove tenting around rivets the same way.

Final Squeegee Pass

1. Wait at least 10 minutes after application to allow the adhesion to build a
functioning bond level.

2. Carefully remove pre-mask, pulling diagonally at a 45 degree angle.

3. Re-squeegee all graphic edges, overlaps and seams (if any) using firm pressure.
Use a squeegee with a low friction sleeve or wrap squeegee with a smooth, soft
dry cloth to prevent scratching decal.

NOTE: Re-squeegee is an absolute must on ALL edges of the decal.



fromthe  3.Peel back the vinyl from the

AT

1. Position the wrap on the car, holding it in place with 2. Approx 300-400mm

#

masking tape, until you get it in the exact position you want. front of your wrap place 1 -2 backing paper to where the
Please note all wraps that extend over the front / rear wheel  peice of masking tape from top to masking tape strip is, approx
arches and past the bottom of the door will have around bottom of the wrap to make sure  300-400mm.

25-50mm extra material to hang over past the edge of the it is secured in position.

panel.

5. Starting from the remaining edge of paper,
sgeegee the wrap out until this section is fixed in
place.

6. Remove all the masking tape from the 7. Pull the wrap up and remove the 8. Once installed use a heat gun to go over
wrap that was holding it in place, then roll  backing sheet. Holding the roll in one all edges, smooth out bubbles and heat in
the full side wrap up as shown above. hand, keep tension on the vinyl as you rivots.

install in bit by bit until you whole side is
installed.



